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My name is Catalina Gonzalez I am a researcher and advocate at the Center for 
Progressive Reform. I am also speaking as a member of Green Latinos, a national 
coalition representing Latino Communities across the country who are most impacted 
by fossil fuel pollution and most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, including 
extreme heat. Often it is Latino and brown communities who live in the closest proximity 
to fossil fuel infrastructure and are most impacted.  
 
We thank the EPA for advancing this proposal and supporting stronger standards for 
methane emissions in the oil and gas industry.  
 
We at the center believe strong state and federal regulations are critical parts of what is 
needed to protect the health and quality of life of these communities from both methane 
and hazardous co-pollutants, and this is a critical part of delivering on commitments the 
administration has made to prioritize environmental justice communities.  
 
We recommend strengthening the  proposed draft rule by:  

1. Improving monitoring requires oil and gas operators to use the most advanced 
technology, including imaging and geospatial mapping, to detect odorless and 
colorless methane emissions.  

2. Ensuring requirements apply to all existing, active, and abandoned wells and 
storage tanks currently responsible for unmonitored emissions that directly and 
disproportionately harm communities.  

3. The rule should also prioritize to prevent and limit leaks, blowout events, and 
flares.  



4. Finally, the proposal should also apply monitoring requirements to future and 
newer fossil fuel facilities that will be built later including hydrogen and carbon 
capture facilities that will expand fossil fuel use and extraction.   

We are supportive of a final rule that supports the strongest possible requirements to 
hold the oil and gas industry accountable for the impacts of methane emissions in 
communities across the country.  
 


