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Former President George W. Bush greets people during a visit to the Warren Easton High School to mark the 10th
anniversary of Hurricane Katrina on August 28, 2015 in New Orleans, Louisiana. The former President's visit came as the
town prepares to honor the10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, which killed at least 1836 and is considered the costliest
natural disaster in U.S. history, on August 29. (Photo by Joe Raedle/Getty Images)

ln the last few years, l've commemorated the anniversary of Hurricane Katrina in a new way: by
pedaling along the self-guided "Levee Disaster Bike Tour." l begin beneath muscular oaks along
New Orleans' Bayou St. John, and I weave my way around potholes and waterfowl to pay silent
respect near three prominent levee-breach sites, each marked with a commemorative plaque. Ten
years ago, those breaches, combined with more than 50 others to bring a great American city to its
knees.
l lived in New Orleans then, and evacuated to Houston for six months. Like so many others I
resolved to return to my flooded home and rebuild. I did just that, and for a decade since I've taught
graduate students about disaster policy and the central role Katrina plays in shaping our
understanding of catastrophic hazards. l've learned a lot along the way, as have my students, I
hope. But I can't say the same for policy makers. A decade after the levees burst, some of the most
impo11ant lessons are still just soaking in. Here is what I hope we will remember.
New Orleans was swamped by an engineering failure, not just a storm, and other cities are waiting
in line. Katrina was a monster, but much of its rage had dissipated by the time ic reached land.
When the levees broke, the storm was within that system's design specifications. To its credit, the

